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rapidly. "He was a reputable dealer in glassware and
died when I was born. He was a very wise man, and was
cut off before his time through a dispute over the Scriptures
which ended in a fit; and he died in the Synagogue itself,
which happens to few."

"How did you enter Queen Cleopatra's service?" asked
Ezra, without interest.

"My mother sold me during a famine. It wasn't her
fault."

"Of course not," said Ezra, as if completing the subject
of Karni. "And now, master Gallus, will you please take
away this virtuous and beautiful young maiden, and allow
me to continue with my accounts?"

Gallus stood helpless; he had expected a slight argument,
but not this calm dismissal. Leonidas was pleased at Kami's
discomfiture, but feared she would become a permanent
resident in the attic and ruin the stove. Stirring, he shook
the leathern bag, and a chink of money was heard. Ezra
turned and looked at him, then at the bag, then back at
Kami,

"I don't come without a dowry," she said, and, taking
the bag, poured out a moderate heap of silver coins. Ezra
watched with respect, but the money was far too little under
the circumstances; she was a fireedwoman, with only her
own word for her father's status. Karni saw his emotions>
and drew out the heavy gold bracelet which she had gained
last night This she dropped on to the pile. Ezra bent down
and looked carefully without touching. It was a very
valuable bracelet indeed, the stones were genuine. Gallus,
remembering that he still had the pearl-stud, took it out
and dropped it into the ring of the bracelet. Leonidas could
not forbear a snort; even to get rid of Kami the price was
too high.

Ezra straightened his back and looked kindly at Karni.
She was blessing Yahwe, Isis, Atargatis, and Hermes (for
site was hardly orthodox in her cults) that Ammonias had
been too distracted by the move to inquire into her slave*
earnings aacl commissions. Although he kept a thorough
tlie household, it had become deranged over-
he hadn't heard of Cleopatra's gift. A